The bi-monthly meeting of the Northwest Georgia Fire Chiefs Association was held on May 25, 2010 at the Bartow County Fire headquarters.

Meeting was called to order at 6:10pm by President Dwayne Jamison.

Invocation was lead by Chaplain Bryan Cox.

Nineteen Chief Officers or their representation were present from eight departments. 

Special guest was Mr. Bob Perrotta of CriticalTrack Networks, an “Automated Accountability Information System” company. This system is in the development stage and was developed among other features to automatically detect the arrival of resources, (personnel and equipment), at an incident scene, and makes that information available to the incident scene Commander, including the detection of resources that were on scene prior to the Commanders arrival. (Copy of literature on file).

REPORTS:

GAFC: Battalion Chief Frankie James spoke about their joint meeting with the GSFFA Spring meeting and stated the Fire Officer funding was restored less 10%. He also spoke about the new website for his group. The next meeting of the GAFC is May 27th.

GSFFA: Chief Lanier Swafford spoke about the next Joint Conference to be held the first week in August. One of the guest speakers will be Dr. Burt Clark, author of seat belt  Pledge. 

GFA: Chief Jamison stated they were getting some more classes added. The AOIC class will be in August at Bartow County Fire along with the Training Issues in Small Dept. class for volunteer departments to be held in October. The TILT class that will be held by the Rome Fire Department will be in 2011. Dates to be determined. Chief Todd Queen of Rockmart Fire & Emergency Services will be offering a Haz Mat Tech class in June. Dates are being reviewed for the Fire Officer Day 3 & 4 at this time. Several NFA classes are being planned and will be offered at the Regional Police Academy. Training Chief Ronnie Cowart wanted to get a number of persons that maybe interested in attending a NIMS 300 & 400 class that would be “shift friendly”. 

GSAR: Chief Jamison stated that the task books have been sent to the area departments for members to complete . He stated that Trench rescue training would be announced later at Gordon County Fire. More GSAR training is planned for “shift friendly” times at Cherokee and Forsythe County Fire Departments.

GMAG: Battalion Chief Gary McGhee, Area 6 Coordinator, reported that the GMAG board were still meeting with GEMA for continue funding, that MEMA (Mississippi Emergency Management Agency) still owed GMAG around $152K for equipment used for operation Katrina from mid 2005. Chief Dennis Merrifield of Statesboro Fire was elected the new Secretary of GMAG, replacing the long time Secretary, Stony Lohr.

GA. Standards & Training: Chief Gordon Henderson lead a spirited discussion on several issues facing  Standards & Training. Chief Henderson, who serves on the council for standards & training, ask everyone if they had questions or concerns for Standards & Training. He stated that the biggest issues appear to be with the volunteer departments across the state. He stated that nationwide, most volunteers stay about three years in the fire service. He said that the present training standards of the Standards & Training Council are basically the same as in Canada, England and some other countries. “ We must have the same training for all “ stated Chief Henderson. Chief James stated we are ready have a minimum standards in the state of Georgia that appears to work that will not put a burden on volunteer departments in Georgia where they must spent several weeks at the Fire Academy and away from their jobs and service to their departments. “Standard 169 is a good standard and now they are planning to change it” stated Chief James.

Chief Swafford stated their would be an hour and a half open block to discuss these issues of Standards and Training on Friday at the Joint Conference. Many attendees had concerns that they wanted their opinion to be heard by the Council before the final version is presented. There were concerns raised about what ISO could do if certain equipment were not available when inspected.

OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS: Chief Jamison stated that the Unification Board was looking into a Fire Commission format. He requested impute from all members on what we want to see the Fire Commission Board to look like, or if a State Fire Commission should include members from inside and outside the fire service. One option is to umbrella emergency services and the head of the department serve as a Cabinet member on the staff of the Governor. Chief Chuck Nichols stated they would need an Executive Director to run day to day operations and this person would report back to the board.

A motion by Chief James, seconded by Battalion Chief Bryan Keeling to authorize the NwGFCA President to pen a letter supporting a fire service committee NOT a single Representative format. Motion carried. 

AREA 6 Command Staff: A short meeting was planned to be held after the regular meeting to discuss the update on the Area 6 resource form and other items.

Next meeting of the NwGFCA is scheduled for 10:00am on July 2nd. Site to be determined.

Motion by Chief James, seconded by Chief Cox to adjourn meeting at 8:40pm. Motion carried.

