Northwest Ga. Association of Fire Chief’s

Monthly Meeting Minutes

3-25-2009

Attendance
Association Officer’s in Attendance:

1. President Dwayne Jamison

2. 1st V.P. Gary McGhee

3. Secretary Todd Queen

4. Treasurer Curt Pierson

Total meeting attendance was fourteen (14) with seven (7) Departments represented.

Meeting Notes
Welcome was given by Bartow County Fire Chief Craig Milsap.

President Jamison appointed Chief Bryan Cox as our Association Chaplin.  Chief Cox gave invocation for meeting.

President Jamison gave a report stating at this point in the development of the Association he wished to stress membership.  To that end he announced the formation of a Membership Committee.  The committee members are:

1. Chief Randall Chupp: Rockmart Fire – Committee Chairman

2. Chief Frank James: Cartersville Fire

3. Chief Lanier Swafford: Dawson County Fire

President Jamison stated he would be working closely with the Membership Committee and he would like to see an emphasis on contacting and trying to involve Training Officers from across our area.

He stated two long-term goals we wanted to work toward were to facilitate information transfer on regional training opportunities and to work to develop an association website.

Treasurer Curt Pierson reported that dues money was beginning to come in.  To date he had received over 100.00 and would be establishing an Association checking account shortly.  He also stated he was developing a receipt for the members and would also begin sending them out.  He said he wanted as a cost savings measure to send them out via e-mail.

GMAG Report
1st V.P. Gary McGhee reported on the progress of his work with our area’s GMAG development.  He stated he met with Chief Hawkins’s of Gordon County, Chief Pollard of Emergency Preparedness Director of EMS Region 1, and Chief Camp of Walker County and reviewed where we are currently at with regard to GMAG development.  He stated he was looking at where we need to go to re-start GMAG in our area and would get back with more information shortly.

Chief Hawkins stated that some initial groundwork was done a couple of years ago.  He stated that because of other commitments though not much has been done since that time.

Chief Eddie Buckholts of GMAG also attended our meeting.  He gave a briefing on the MABAS system and where we are within the state regarding this system.  He clarified the business agreements between GMAG and GAFC.  GMAG is still the operational arm for fire service of GEMA.  He said that there were rumors that GMAG was going away but that wasn’t true.  

Currently he said that the largest goal of GMAG was the implementation of MABAS.  He stated they hoped by the end of 2010 to have the system up and running.  

He also briefed the group on several projects that GMAG has ongoing.  

He stated that they need more workers at the FMACC during deployments.  They need more people to sign up and be trained to run the FMACC.  Eddie White is in charge of this and he urged if anyone is interested to contact him.

He also referenced the current situation with concerning FF Joey Turner, the firefighter that died at GPSTC last year.  His family is having a very difficult time financially.  To that end “The Joey Turner Memorial Fund” has been set up at Wachovia Bank.  He asked us to get the word out.  Any Wachovia branch can take donations.

Finally, he stated that GMAG currently has no plans to change their districts even if GEMA does.  Also, he reminded everyone that the next statewide meeting was at GPSTC on April 9 at 10:00 A.M.

Chief Scott Carter spoke about the GSFFA.  He said that there would be a joint association district meeting in Calhoun on April 16th at 7:00 P.M.  He also reminded everyone of the upcoming joint conference in Athens.  The conference is the week of August 6th.

Chief Jamison stated that GSAR was conducting structural collapse training in Dalton.  This was the fist of two classes.  He stated they hoped to have the team up and running by July.  He also stated the team had participated in a drill in Savannah in March and they had good results.

Chief Carter reported that there was an upcoming class at GPSTC for new members of the Type 3 IMT.  He stated that the North Ga. Team had 10 slots for this class.  If interested persons should e-mail Chief Carter for the application packet.  He said this may be the last opportunity for this class.

Ronnie Cowalt briefed everyone on a Bachelors degree program they are working to start at Carterville.  He asked anyone interested to contact him.  He stated there would be an informational meeting at Cartersville Fire on May 5, 6, and 7th at 6:30 P.M.

Next meeting date would be April 28th. At 6:30 P.M. at Bartow County Fire Headquarters.  Chief Jamison stated that he hoped by July to begin having meetings every other month.
Minutes submitted 3/25/09 by Chief Todd Queen      
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