Northwest Ga. Association of Fire Chief’s

Monthly Meeting Minutes

3/30/2010

Attendance
1. President Dwayne Jamison

2. 1st V.P. Gary McGhee 
3. Secretary Todd Queen

4. Treasurer Curt Pierson

Total attendance: twenty-four (24) members present.  Eleven (11) Departments represented.  Also, two (2) presenters and one vendor, Bennett Fire Products present.  
Note: 2nd V.P. Satterfield not present due to death of his father.

Note: Bennett Fire Products sponsored meal for meeting.

Meeting Notes
1. Welcome from Dalton Fire Department: Deputy Chief Baggett
2. Invocation: Chief Todd Queen

3. Presenter # 1: Baker Allen- North Ga. Prescribed Burn Promoter.  Gave program on prescribed burning programs in Georgia.  Presentation gave information on the need for prescribed burning and the importance of prescribed burning.
4. Presenter # 2:  Jared Harris: Georgia Northwestern Technical College: presented program on the fire science programs available through their college.  He is the Fire Science Instructor for the school.
5.  GSFA: No Report.  They are having a District meeting April 22 in Summerville at 7:00.

6. IMT: no update.

7. GFA: No formal report.  Our training committee met with Chief Wall last month.  They are getting hit with massive budget cuts.  We can no longer ask as a Department for a field class.  

8. GSAR: Looking at refresher training for current team members coming up.  The state has some funding for canine units.  Canine will be introduced as part of GSAR.  Possibly about a year to a year and a half out.

9. GMAG: Quarterly meeting on April 8th at GPSTC.  If not attending please send in our proxy.

10. GAFC: Current push for membership and dues.  The GFA will not be renewing the contract with GAFC on their part of the Fire Officer’s training program.  This is a large loss of funds.  Spring Conference  4/11-4/14 at Sea Palms .  

11. Legislative Issues: HB 1196.  The fire service in Ga. took a beating over this bill.  This is the sprinkler bill.  This bans your right to require residential sprinklers.  All fire officials need to contact their State Senators.  This stops the State from adopting any building codes.  Another bill is a name change for GFFSTC this to change it back to Ga. Firefighters Minimal Standards.  Also, the seatbelt bill for pick-up trucks. 
12. Unification Meeting will be after the GMAG quarterly meeting at GPSTC.

13. We are closer to getting website up.  Target date is approximately two months.  Looking at a link to a training calendar as part of it.

14.   Training Committee update: There are looking at doing some more regional training.  They correctly have five classes scheduled during the next year at the Dalton Regional Police Academy, check online.  Also, if you received the requests for information on your training program and facilities please get them back to Rick Busby.  Aug 3-6: Acting Officer in Charge at Bartow County.  Also looking at Chief Officer Day III and IV in Rome, more to come on this.  Oct. 16-17: Training Issues for Small Departments will be at Bartow County.  This will be a weekend class and is geared more to volunteer and smaller Departments.  Structural Fire Control Instructor May 25-27 at Dalton, it will be listed as Whitfield County class. Haz Mat Tech. May 10-14 in Rockmart.

15. Membership we are currently at fifty-one (51) members who have paid in 2010.  We are at 1064.00 dollars in the bank.  We are down from our total in 2009.  If you owe your dues please get them in.

16. We have an opening on the membership committee.  If anyone is interested in the position please e-mail Chief Jamison.

17. Meeting schedule will be every other month.  We will be changing to a rotating to daytime, 10:00 am and afternoon, 6:00 pm.  The executive board will meet every other month.  We will have meetings posted on our website.

18. Member of the Year Award: For 2009 Chief Greg Echols.  Chief Echols through his work brought in several members from his County to the Association.
19.  Meal this afternoon sponsored by Bennett Fire Products.
20. Next Meeting: May 25th.  6:00 pm Location: possibly in Carroll County  

Minutes Prepared by Chief Todd Queen
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