Northwest Ga. Association of Fire Chiefs

Monthly Meeting Minutes

8-28-09

Association Officers in Attendance:

1. President Dwayne Jamison

2. 1st V.P. Gary McGhee

3. 2nd V.P. Darrell Mitchell

4. Sec. Todd Queen

5. Treas. Curt Pierson

Total meeting attendance twenty-seven (27) members representing thirteen (13) agencies.

Meeting Notes
1. Meeting was held at the Rockmart Community Center in Rockmart, Ga.  Welcome was given by Chief Todd Queen of Rockmart Fire.
2. Invocation was given by Chaplin Brian Cox

3. Update on GFA activities was given by Chief David Wall of GFA.  Chief Wall stated that work was progressing on the new burn building at GPSTC.  Also, he said he was working with our Associations training committee on scheduling some area-wide training classes.

4. GSAR update was given by Rick Busby.  He stated the GSAR training committee was planning to meet shortly to discuss annual re-cert classes for current team members and also the possibility of scheduling another round of GSAR classes for new team members.
5. GMAG update was given by Gary McGhee.  He stated he attended the quarterly GMAG meeting at GPSTC.  There are concerns about possible funding cuts in GMAG funding.  He asked, if needed, for everyone to be prepared to contact their state legislators.  Also, we still need staff for plans and finance sections of Area GMAG staff.  We would like to staff at least two (2) deep on each position but right now we need these positions filled to be one deep.

6. IMT update was given by Scott Carter.  He stated the position specific training had started for the team members at GPSTC.  All the classes will make. There is a meeting being planned for all IMT team members for mid-September.  He urged  people who are interested in joining the team to contact David Kimbrell or Scott Carter.

7. FF Association update given by Scott Carter and Lanier Swafford.  Joint Conference went well.  Next year’s conference will be in Savannah with a start date of 8/4/2010.  Also, they are still working on a unification agreement with the GAFC.  Chief Carter discussed the confusion that occurred at the Conference on the possible endorsement of a candidate for Governor in the next election.

8. GAFC update was given by Dwayne Jamison.  He is our new District V.P. for the GAFC.  He reviewed the problem that is ongoing between GMAG and the State Forestry concerning contracts on use of equipment and staff. Also, he discussed the issues with the indemnification system in Ga.  There are problems with the definition of a career and a volunteer firefighter and what constitutes these positions.  He asked all Departments to look for updates during the next legislative session on this and be prepared to assist as needed.

9.  The Legislative “Go Team” was named also.  These are members that are prepared to go if needed to the Capitol.  The team members are: Frank James, Scott Carter, Lanier Swafford, Craig Milsap, and Dwayne Jamison.  All Departments are asked to remain alert and if the call goes out for uniforms at the Capitol to respond if possible,

10. Discussed the proposed changes by GFSTC in the certification and testing of firefighter, both career and volunteer.  These proposed changes were reviewed by Frank James.  Much of the changes have to do with the test procedures and training levels for volunteer firefighters.  President Jamison sent out these proposed changes in an e-mail to all members. They are asking for comments on these changes.

11. No old business.

12. New business:  discussed two possible by-law changes.  The first would add the duties of GAFC District V.P. to the duties of our Association President.  The second would allow a new member who joined the Association during the last quarter of the calendar year to have his dues count for the following year.  Both of these proposed changes will be voted on at our next meeting.

13. President Jamison stated he would be appointing a nominating committee by the next meeting in preparation for the elections in January.

The next meeting will be a day meeting.  It will be on Nov. 17 at 10:00 am at Dawson County FD Station # 7.  The address and more information will follow.  This will be our last meeting of 2009.

Minutes submitted by Todd Queen on 8/28/09.  
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