Northwest Georgia Fire Chief’s Association

Meeting Minutes 5/23/2011

Call to order 

In the absence of NWGAFCA President Curt Pierson, 1st Vice-President Chief Darrell Mitchell presided over the meeting. Jim Barron from FireLine was introduced as a guest. Parliamentarian Chief Frank James led in the invocation.

Recognition of Past Officers: Chief Dwayne Jamison was recognized for serving in the role of Past President and was presented a plaque. Other past officers awards will be presented at the next meeting.

Report from membership committee



Nothing to report


 

Old Business


None

New business

None
Special Reports

Past Storms:
Chief Dwayne Jamison (Bartow County) 


Local churches met the needs of the community and did an awesome job setting up a network of logistics. The Georgia Baptist Association and the local IMT team and the Type III IMT team organized the recovery efforts of volunteers and coordinated safety concerns.
Chief Chuck Nichols (Catoosa County)


Chief Nichols expressed his thankfulness and gratitude for all the assistance given to his county from outside agencies including GMAG. Spontaneous volunteers and donations and management of these were very taxing on responders. The use of the Incident Command System on a daily basis on small incidents helps make the transition to a larger one. GSAR has assisted in searching and getting the trained personnel to the 840+ structures damaged to date.
When dealing with debris, it was recommended to go to the FEMA website and download the “Debris Management Handbook” and keep a printed copy with you to assist in meeting the FEMA requirements for reimbursement when dealing with removal.

Training Groups:

Chief Jamison commented the desire to expand the Training Committee and to reach out to all the Training Officers in the area and to network with other departments. This will include gathering information on classes being offered and what additional classes need to be brought to this area from the Fire Academy. A new committee meeting will be rescheduled for a later time.

The GAFC has developed a training class for volunteer and combination department officers titled “Quality Fire Service Management for Voluntary and Combination Chief Officers”. There is a desire to bring this class to Area 6. Currently it is being offered in Southwest Georgia. This class should be coming to this area in the next few months. Efforts are needed to market this class to volunteer and combination departments to try and get as many Chief Officers to attend the class as possible. There are also a number of other classes available and more information can be found on their weekly Friday newsletter.
GSAR:

The Command Staff of Task Force 6 met to critique the response to Catoosa County to identify methods of improving response. Critique showed how the team was utilized and given assignments. These problems should be able to be solved internally by assigning a task force leader and safety officer to the command post to educate the command staff of the capabilities of the GSAR team. GSAR is currently looking to purchase more training aids and scheduling more training for the area.

New IMT training is scheduled in Area 1 for Pooler, Ga. in July.

Special Speakers and Updates
Jim Barron of FireLine expressed his intent to attend the NWGFCA meetings and present information concerning available products. He also had Atlanta Braves tickets to be given away through a raffle.

The joint conference of the GAFF/GAFC is scheduled September 20-24, 2011 in Columbus, Ga. 
Chief Jamison commented that Senate Bill 186 has been tabled in the House Public Safety Committee due to changes in the bill. It started as a very simple bill and has grown into a more complex bill.

Changes have occurred in the State Insurance Commissioner’s Office including the removal of Chief Shuman and his chief investigator. Both the GAFFA and the GAFC have drafted letters to the Insurance Commissioner’s Office expressing disappointment in that decision and it was recommended the NWGFCA do the same.
FRI convention is coming to Atlanta this year and is scheduled for August 23-27, 2011. Efforts have been made to make it more user friendly than in the past. At the FRI website you can download the brochure, print it out and receive free admission to the event.
Closing  


NWGFCA Chief Darrell Mitchell
