Northwest Ga. Fire Chiefs Assoc.

Meeting Minutes

11/23/2010

The bimonthly meeting of the NwGFCA was held at the Bartow County Fire Department Headquarters and was called to order at 1000 hours by President Jamison.

Members were welcomed to Bartow County by BCFD Battalion Chief Bryan Keeling.

Invocation was given by Cartersville Fire Chief Scott Carter.

Pledge of allegiance was lead by President Jamison.

Sixteen members from seven departments were present.

GAFC update: Chief Jamison stated that membership recruitment was still a priority for both the GAFC and GSFFA as well as our organization and encouraged all to assist with recruitment of new members and encouraged anyone not a member of those associations to go to the websites and download an application.


Special dates to remember:


1/29/11 Ga. weekend at the National Fire Academy


1/31/11 Legislative Dinner  Remember to invite your state legislators form your area to attend the dinner and be there to discuss issues with them.

2/1/11 Firefighter Recognition Day at the state capitol


2/21/11 FDIC in Indianapolis


4/17-27-11 GAFC Spring Conference in Savannah


4/28/11 Ga. Fire Equipment Show in Perry. Tickets are $10 and that includes lunch.


8/23/11 FRI returns to Atlanta.


12/4-5/10 CFO Orientation Day 3 and 4 in Dalton

GSFFA Chief Carter stated that everyone needs to “white list” the emails from the GSFFA. They recently had a 60%  kick back on emails sent to members due to being blocked by spam blockers. GSFFA & GAFC leaders are working together on the joint conference to be held in Columbus this coming August. He also reminded members that the 2012 Joint Conference would be in Dalton

IMT Team was put on standby for a recent wildfire in south Ga. and more position specific training for team members is coming next year.

GSAR: Joint training between the Bartow County Fire Department and Cartersville Fire Department has been working well. An invitation was extended to all area departments participating in GSAR for their members to join the two departments at the new Joint Training Center to train their members. Dates are set for a confined space drill for the team in Calhoun in December.

GMAG: Chief McGee spoke about the need to keep the State Resource Data Base updated and how to get your  password thanks to the hard work of Chief Flury of Fort Oglethorpe Fire. He also spoke about the GAMABAS project that has been funded to assist area 6. GMAG Communications section was represented at the meeting and they spoke about methods of receiving messages from GMAG. They also reminded everyone that the new website required everyone to reregister to login.
Chief Jamison stated that the Consolidation Study Committee is currently seeking feedback from other fire departments around the country about how the Fire Commissions in their states are working. He stated that we want to have more information about “what works and what don’t work” before we make a final decision this important.

Chief Jamison gave the membership an update on the recent Combination Chief Officers Symposium that he attended in Conyers sponsored by the Ga. Firefighters Pension Fund. Several issues were discussed including how to qualify volunteer firefighters from combination departments for the pension fund. Some changes may possibly be made to the pension fund rules as a result.

Chief Carter spoke about unfunded mandates and the need to contact ACCG or GMA with a list of those concerning the fire service.

Parliamentarian Chief Frank James updated everyone on the election process and assoc. bylaws. Chief Jamison appointed an Election Committee. Chairman is Battalion Chief Bryan Keeling, Chief Bruce Ballew, and Assist. Chief Byron Sutton. A letter of intent to run for office should  be sent to one of the committee members by December 17th, 2010 at 1600 hours for those wishing to run for office. Nominations will be accepted from the floor but the candidate must accept the nomination.

Chief Jamison stated that he has considered it a great honor to serve as President for the past 2 years but due to a very hectic schedule and personal commitments he will not be seeking reelection next year.

The next meeting is set for 1/11/11 at 1800 hours place TBA.

Meeting was adjourned.       

