NwGFCA Meeting Minutes 

9/28/2010
 The Northwest Georgia Fire Chief’s Association meeting was held at the headquarters station of Gordon County Fire Department in Calhoun at 6:00pm. 

On behalf of Chief David Hawkins, Asst. Chief Donnie Sutton of Gordon County Fire welcomed all attending. Twenty-three fire personnel from fourteen fire departments, along with a representative from GPSTC and Georgia Northwestern Technical College were present.

President Dwayne Jamison welcomed everyone for attending this very important meeting. Chief Lanier Swafford gave the invocation.

1st Vice President Gary McGhee spoke about the resource database that Chief Doug Flury has been working on and suggested everyone needs to visit the website and that Chief Flury could assist with a contact person to get a password to this website. Chief McGhee also spoke about the GEMA funded programs with GMAG that included and “All Hazards Mutual Aid GAMABAS” project and an “All Hazards Mutual Aid Haz-Mat” project. Chief Jamison again spoke of the importance of what GAMABAS could play in Area 6 and across the state.

GSAR: Chief Lenny Nesbitt spoke about GSAR training at the Dalton Fire Department and the fact that Task Force 6 recently attended training at the National Training Center in West Virginia.

GSFFA: Chief Lanier Swafford stated they were still waiting on the State Fire Marshal’s office to get certificates from the training at the joint conference and he talked about pending legislation on important issues affecting the fire service. He stated the next joint meeting will be held on October 10, 2010 at 7:00pm in Ellijay, Georgia.

GAFC:  Pushing for more members in the Northwest area of the state. Website is up and running with new design. District VP Jamison urged anyone not a member of GAFC to log onto the website at www.gafc.org and download the application.   

NwGFCA Treasurer Curt Peirson stated we needed to seek more membership for the association.

Training: Haz-Mat Ops training will be held at Summerville Fire on October 16-17 and 22-23 stated Chief Greg Echols. This is a GFA class.

Chief Jamison stated they had just completed a GEMA Extrication class at Bartow County Fire. Other classes are slated for Bartow County Fire including the DMICO and STICO courses. 

Unification Partners: Chief Jamison stated the committee was still studying the Fire Commission makeup and starting to get input from fire departments in other states that have Fire Commissions.

Our next meeting will be at 10:00am at a site to be determined. Chief Jamison stated the election committee will be gathering names for office of the association in the next few weeks. Chief Jamison thanked everyone for his two years as President but stated he will not be a candidate in 2011 for election as President due to a heavy calendar of events.  Chief Jamison then introduced Lyn Pardue, Director of Standards and Training at the GPSTC who went over a (31) PowerPoint presentation on the proposed Rules changes in the fire service across the state (contact Chief Jamison for link to this PowerPoint). Before Mr. Pardue began his presentation, he stated “we have nine full time staff with a 26.6% budget cut since 2008”! Lyn spoke for nearing an hour and several Chief’s from both volunteer and career departments attending spoke “kindly” with what he had to say. The next Rules Committee meeting is set for October 19th in the Courtroom at the GPSTC at 10:00am.

Some suggestions to the proposed rules changes from our organization were as follows:

1) Change the name of “Basic Firefighter” as it relates to volunteers

2) Change “arrest” to conviction for notification criteria to GFSTC and put the burden of reporting on the firefighter not the department

3) Allow the 21 life safety skills to be demonstrated during training and checked off in a task book format by a qualified instructor instead of putting the burden on the Volunteer Chief to perform these evaluations

4) Maintain the current version of volunteer firefighter basic training presented by the Ga. Fire Academy

5) Make the 6 members per station a recommendation and not the rule. Keep the current minimum of 4

6) Keep the minimum number of SCBAs per apparatus as is and make 4 a recommendation only due to the state of the economy and budget cuts most departments are facing

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Meeting adjourned by Chief Jamison at 8:30pm eastern. 

