Ga. Fire Service Consolidation Study Committee
Meeting Minutes

July 08, 2010

Present: 
Chairman-Bryan Croft, Vice-Chairman-Eddie Buckholts,

                          Secretary-David Trussell, Dean King, Joey Hartley, Charles Wasdin,

               Mike Carver, Dwayne Jamison, Don Freyer Lyn Pardue, David Wall,                 


 Ray Mattison, Alan Dozier, Frank James, Jon Canada, David Eddins

Jody Yarbrough, Christopher Duncan, Bill Lewis, Jimmy Wiggins, Dennis    Merrifield

Next meeting:
Will be determined following the Joint Conference.

I. Discussion
 
Chief Jamison gave a report on the sub-committee’s findings from other states; Also stated that the sub-committee is not getting back any information from fire departments from other states but they will continue to try to gain this information as best as they can. Chairman Croft thanked Chief Jamison and his sub-committee for their hard work on trying to obtain this information.

Discussion was held on the need to continue to move forward with the study.

Need to make sure all of the Georgia Fire Service is involved with the study.

All of the Fire Service needs to step up and voice their concerns and opinions. Communication is the key.

Rumors and talk on the street was discussed and was suggested that the committee or a sub-committee travel the state and talk to all of the Fire Service.

Need more study to be able to answer any questions that may be asked in the future by the powers that be.

Director Pardue talked about the need to keep training and testing separate.

Chairman Croft asked the group which direction do we need to go.

Frankie James made a motion to continue to move forward with the study.

Dean King- 2nd
12 - yeas

1 - nay

Vice-Chairman Buckholts discussed that there is talk about updating the 5-year plan, and the biggest problem in the Fire Service is communication. Also talked about how the committee has improved over the last few months, agencies and associations have stepped up to the table and are having input. Discussed the fact that this committee meets the goals of unification and could be the one voice for the Fire Service and could handle and solve the needs of all concerned.

Chairman Croft also stated that some problems could be solved by the committee with out having to go any further.

Charles Wasdin also talked about a board concept and not having a single commissioner and to have 3 study points: look at a sub-committee to talk to Senator Mullis, look at Georgia agencies and look at what is done in other states.

Chairman Croft will have a report on the vote to continue the study to give at the Joint Conference.

Joey Hartley made the motion for the presentation, to be presented at the Joint Conference, be sent to all members of the Fire Services for comments.

Frankie James-2nd
12 - yeas

1 - nay

Had a brief discussion about the Unification Agreements and some issues where resolved also discussed the legislative process and the need to improve the Joint Legislative Committee.

Meeting adjourned at 15:35 AM

